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Paris, Pache and Hebert demanded the expulsion from the
Convention of twenty-two of the leading Girondins as " dis-
turbers of the public peace/' including Brissot, Guadet, Verg-
niaud, Gensonne, Buzot, Barbarous, Lou vet, Petion, and Lanjui-
nais.1 The majority of the Girondin party were indignant at
this proposition, but instead of attempting any regular reprisal,
they passed to the order of the day, and refused to support
a proposal of Lasource on the 16th, that the primary assemblies
should be summoned to meet on the 5th of May, in order to
ostracize such deputies as they disapproved of. On April 17
the population of Bordeaux sent up a petition, complaining of
the Jacobins, and Lhuillier, the procureur-g6neral-syndic of
the department of the Seine, demanded that a maximum
should be established for the price of food. The opposition
of the Commune of Paris and the administrators of the Seine
to the Girondins became more and more embittered, and
the Jacobin leaders felt that they had a ready instrument
with which to overthrow the Girondins, when their plans
were fully matured. But it was very important, before the
Girondins should be attacked, to make quite certain that the
populace of Paris would support the action of its authorities.

On April 22 the trial of Marat took place. He was
unanimously acquitted, although most of the judges of the
Revolutionary Tiibunal sympathized with the Girondins,
for it must be remembered that so far there had been no
change in the personnel of the Tribunal since the first election
of its members in March, that the president, Montane, himself
was of moderate opinions, and that the jurors included men
of high character, and even ex-Cons Lituants. The acquittal of
Marat was a fearful blow to the Girondin party; they had in
no way discredited the Jacobins, and had only made themselves
unpopular in Paris, and given themselves an appearance of
want of patriotism by attacking the journalist, who was
styled and who styled himself " the martyr of liberty." The
Commune of Paris steadily organized the more advanced

1 For the names of the Girondin deputies accused on this and subse-
quent occasions, see Appendix IV., "The Girondin Party."